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disenfranchised in many parts of the state. 
In other parts of the state, local political 
bosses organized the local Hispanic vote 
and could deliver large blocs of votes to a 
particular candidate.38 The framers of the 
current Texas Constitution also refused 
to grant women’s suffrage. Interestingly, 
the current constitution protects voters 
from arrest on their way to and from 
the polls on Election Day, a provision 
intended to protect minority voters from 
intimidation by local law enforcement.

Perhaps an even more controversial 
topic than voting rights was the educational 
system, which was originally mandated 
in the 1869 constitution. During the 
Reconstruction period, education was 
compulsory, regardless of race, and was 
paid for with tax revenue. At a time when 
the Texas economy had been devastated by 
the Civil War, a majority of Texans saw a 
universal educational system as excessive. 
Opposition to this system was widespread, 
as white landowners objected to paying 
for the education of African American 
children, and farmers in general favored 
local control of education, which could 
be tailored to the needs of particular 
communities while corresponding to crop 
cycles.39 Thus, the 1876 constitution ended 

compulsory education. The 1876 constitution did mandate that the “Legislature of the State 
to establish and make suitable provision for the support and maintenance of an efficient 
system of public free schools”40 but specified that “Separate schools shall be provided for the 
white and colored children.”41 Texas would not reinstate compulsory education until 1915.

In response to attempts by southern states to legalize discrimination, the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was formed to fight 
discrimination in the courts. The NAACP was created nationally in 1909 and the first 
NAACP branch in Texas was established in El Paso in 1914. The early NAACP in 
Texas concentrated on voting rights and segregation laws. Segregation laws in Texas 
were subject to the standard set by the U.S. Supreme Court in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). 
According to this case, laws segregating the races did not violate the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution so long as the facilities were equal. In Texas, 
the first significant limit to segregation was Sweatt v. Painter (1950), in which the U.S. 
Supreme Court ordered the University of Texas at Austin (UT Austin) to admit black 
students (see full discussion of desegregation in Texas in Chapter 14). The NAACP 
successfully argued that the establishment of a blacks only law school in Houston 
was not equal, in facilities or opportunities, to UT Austin. Desegregating primary 

A crowd prevents seventeen-year-old Steve Poster from entering Texarkana Junior 
College in 1956. During this period southern states resisted federal mandates to 
desegregate schools.
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